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BRONZE RING-PIN. 
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or lowered as required. The stem also carries a socket which is easily pushed up or down, and? 
like the reflector, can be freely turned about. The upper end has the needed hook for suspension. 

The second one is similar, but the lower end is broadened out into a little dish or saucer set at 

right angles, so as to collect the drip which might otherwise fall on the web This arrangement 
appears to be a survival from the cruise or oil lamp, the immediate predecessor of the candle 
and candle-holder. The third illustration is of interest, as the stem is not in one piece, but two 

pieces, the lower piece having been neatly twisted to relieve the monotony of the plain stem, 
and to allow the socket to be moved about. The fourth illustrates a type with the spring attach 

ment to the socket for raising or lowering the light. The most common, and probably the most 

recent, is the last shown. It merely consists of a stout wire twisted spirally at one end until 
a socket for the reception of the candle has been formed. 

^troufc $ttng-$?iit* 

We illustrate a fine bronze pin with ring attached to head, which was found about 80 years 

ago in a field to the South of the Protestant Church of Stabannon, by a reaper employed 

by late Mr. O'Neill of Gudderstown. His Nephew presented it to the Museum through Rev. 

T. Gogerty, C.C. 

It is 4} inches long, and weighs a little less than half an ounce. The ring is very much 

pitted in places, showing possibly that the metal was impure, but there is not trace of ornamen 

tation on it. It appears to be worn half through wdiere it passes through the eye of the pin, 
but this was designed and not the result of wear. The ring is very much thinner inside the 

eye or loop and is not continuous. One side of the ring is worn remarkably flat. It is the side 

next the pin in the sketch, and it seems impossible that it could wear uniformly flat all over 

in this position and that without marking the shank of the pin in the slightest. It is possible 
that this wear is of a comparatively recent date. The pin is a tapering one with the top 
hammered flat and then turned over into a circular band enclosing part of the ring. The only 
trace of ornament on the ring-pin is found on this band and seems to be an incised pattern, 

consisting of two lines parallel with the edges of the band and a diagonal fret of some type 

crossing between them. The band is worn very smooth so that it is difficult to see much. The 

pin is now very sharp at the point and has been flattened a little by filing on the front and back 

of the pin (see side view). 

Dr. Coffey's Guide to the Celtic Christian Antiquities in the R.I.A. (1910) says that bronze 

ring-pins are numerous and date from tenth to eleventh century. A number of them seem to 

have been carved and enamelled and they are elementary forms of the Tara and other brooches. 

The only piece of ornamentation which I can trace on any of Dr. Coffey's illustrations of any 
Christian antiquity, which seems at all similar or allied to the little piece on our pin is that round 

the bottom of the bronze Bell of Lough Lene and our ornament is much more simple. The 

Bell is attributed to the end of the ninth century and the pattern-on the bell is a key pattern, 
which while fairly often found on Celtic crosses, has only twice or three times appeared on bronze 

ornaments. 

The ornament on our pin is so simple that it rather resembles the ornament of the Bronze 

Age urns, but there does not seem to be evidence of greater antiquity than the ninth century. 

H.G.T. 
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